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recommended of open competition, and of the neces-
sary changes In discipline and in the course of studies
required for them, the Commission concluded by leav-
ing it to the Board of Control " to consider whether
any plan can be devised by which such a training
can be made compatible with residence at Hailey-
bury." Sir Charles Wood evidently thought, and
without much consideration, that the competitive
system and Haileybury were incompatible, for on
November 30, 1854, in the very month in which the
Report of the Commission was presented, he in-
formed the Court of Directors that he did not think
the continued maintenance of Haileybury desirable,
and that a bill would be introduced for its abolition.
Three months later Sir Charles Wood left office, but
his successor at the Board of Control, Mr. Vernon
Smith, afterward Lord Lyveden, indorsed his opin-
ion and by an Act passed in July, 1855, 18 & 19
Vic., c. 53, entitled " An Act to relieve the East
India Company from the obligation to maintain the
College at Haileybury," it was enacted that on and
after January 31, 1858, the College should be closed
and that no person should be admitted to the Col-
lege after January, 1856. In July, 1855, the first open
competitive examination for entrance into the Indian
Civil Service was held, and for the next two years
and a half the Civil Service was recruited in almost
equal proportions by the last of the Haileyburians
and the first of the Competition Wnllahs. The last
class, or, to use the college name, the last " term,"